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Abstract

To continue promoting the "Salute to the Sea" policy and encourage the
public to "Clean the Sea," "Know the Sea," "Approach the Sea," and "Enter
the Sea," the Ocean Conservation Administration ( OCA) is persistently
advocating the Friendly Whale-Watching Policy. In the 111th year, a total of
20 whale-watching operators across Taiwan joined the ranks of Ocean
Partners, with additional participation from bed and breakfasts and yacht
operators, yielding fruitful results.

In the 112th year, the OCA introduced the inaugural Friendly
Whale-Watching 2.0 program, aimed at reinforcing the responsibilities and
obligations of whale-watching operators. This initiative is integrated with a
training program for Friendly Whale-Watching guides, with the goal of
enhancing the skills and knowledge of current whale-watching guides in
terms of creating a friendly marine environment. Sixteen operators with 53
participants enrolled in the training program, resulting in 47 individuals
completing it. Seventeen operators were awarded the Friendly
Whale-Watching 2.0 certification.

Compared to operators in the 111th year who pledged support for
friendly whale-watching, those awarded the Friendly Whale-Watching 2.0
certification in the 112th year commit to additional responsibilities, including
assistance in promoting plastic reduction, aiding in maritime reporting, and
collecting evidence. The specific commitments include:

1. Adhering to the Taiwan Whale-Watching Guidelines during vessel
navigation and communicating these guidelines to tourists during the
interpretation process.

2. Joining the Whale and Dolphin Joint Patrol Team to assist in
abnormal maritime situations such as collisions with marine mammals, illegal
fishing activities, or strandings of whales, dolphins, or sea turtles, and

facilitating reporting and evidence collection.



3. Assisting in promoting plastic reduction by advising tourists not to
bring single-use plastic items on board.

4. Accepting periodic boarding by OCA personnel to evaluate the quality
of interpretation services.

This year, ten Friendly Whale-Watching workshops were conducted as
part of the practical promotion activities, with the participation of 196
individuals, including media, bloggers, NGOs, university students, educators,
travel industry professionals, law enforcement personnel, and
representatives from tourism promotion and fisheries management agencies.

Numerous suggestions for ongoing initiatives were also put forward.
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